
 

May 12, 2025 

Save the Date.. Biennial NYSARA Election Convention 

When: Thursday September 4, 2025 10:30 am - 3:00 pm 

  

Where: NYSUT  Office, 800 Troy Schenectady Rd. Latham, NY 12110 

  

What to Expect: Representative of National ARA, NY Elected(s), Update on 

the state of play nationally and in NYS  election of officers and installation 

of NYSARA Board of Directors. 

  

Lunch and door prizes for those that stay till the end of the convention 

  

Cost:  $15 for lunch which is subsidized by NYSARA 

Did You Know...... 

  

10 Million Americans Rely on Social Security for 90% of 

their income. 

  

So...When Commerce Secretary Lutnick said "If Social 

Security payment were delayed only those committing 

fraud would complain because a fraudster always makes 

the loudest noise, screaming and yelling and 

complaining." 



  

Well, if those ten million Americans had their Social 

Security delayed they would not be able to eat, pay rent or 

pay for medication or health care... 

  

According to the AFL-CiO the Trump/DOGE Budget 

Cuts 

In addition to the $880 billion cut to Medicaid that helps the 

indigent, seniors, the disabled, children with polio and other 

serious conditions and funds a high percentage of rural and 

small town hospitals as well as teaching hospitals. 

  

$3.5 billion in cuts to the CDC ( Center for Disease Control) - 

which is the primary agency of the US government responsible for 

public health through the control and prevention of infectious 

disease, injury and disability. as well as monitoring and approving 

all vaccines and insuring they are safe.  The CDC prepares for and 

responds to health emergencies, including natural disasters, 

disease outbreaks (COVID 19) or a foodbourne illness outbreak 

and acts of terrorism..  It also does research to improve public 

health. 

  

$17 billion in cuts to the NIH (National Institute for 

Health) which is the primary agency of the US government 

dedicated to biomedical and public health research into diseases 

including but not limited to cancer, heart disease, dementia, 

alzheimers disease, diabetes etc.  The NIH is the largest public 

funder of biomedical research in the world investing nearly $48 



billion annually both in its own facilities and in hospitals across the 

country and world wide. 

  

$ 774 million in cuts to Medicare and Medicaid program 

management. This has NOTHING to do with the actual 

programatic costs which are being cut by as much as $880 billion 

over 10 years.  What this is, is the people who enable these 

programs to deliver the services.  So with these cuts it weakens 

the programs.  Note: there are moderates in the House that have 

insisted they will not go along with these draconian cuts to 

Medicaid. 

  

$4.5 billion in cuts to K-12 education and Title 1 

  

$37 million in cuts to Veterans Affairs 

  

$1.6 billion in cuts to the Department of Labor that funds job 

training funds 

  

$2.49 billion in cuts to the IRS -  This cuts personnel and 

prevents the government from collecting the taxes from those 

who choose not to file or use loopholes that are not legitimate. 

This costs government the funding it is entitled to by law and 

inordinately shields high income people from paying what they 

actually legally owe. 

  

$13 billion in cuts to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration which funds the Weather Service that provides 

daily weather forecasts, issues severe storm warnings (hurricanes, 

tornadoes and blizzards) before they occur so people can prepare. 

They do climate change tracking and manage ocean and coastal 



zones as well as other issues of environmental and extinction of 

animals. 

Statement on the Federal “Skinny Budget”: A 

Blueprint for Abandoning Older Americans  

From Our Partners at LiveOn NY 

Last week, the federal administration released its “skinny budget”—a plan 

that slashes non-defense discretionary spending by 23% and guts the very 

programs that older New Yorkers rely on to age safely and with dignity. 

  

This comes on top of leaked documents revealing plans to eliminate Falls 

Prevention, Adult Protective Services, Health Promotion, Elder Abuse 

Support, and Respite for Caregivers - critical lifelines for individuals and 

families nationwide. These programs don’t just save lives,  they save money 

by reducing hospitalizations, homelessness, and long-term care costs. 

  

This is happening at a time when aging in the United States and New York, 

in particular, has never been more unaffordable. From skyrocketing housing 

costs and out-of-pocket healthcare expenses to long-term care gaps and 

inadequate food assistance, older New Yorkers are already stretched to the 

breaking point. And without federal partnership, the state and local 

governments will be left scrambling to patch massive holes in our aging 

infrastructure. 

If enacted, this budget would: 

• Cut Seniors’ Health Care Through Medicaid, through deep cuts to 

home and community based care. 

• Cut Food Assistance Through SNAP, relied upon by thousands of 

older New Yorkers to make ends meet and afford food. 



• Reduce Access to Their Social Security Benefits through deep cuts 

in staffing, leaving older New Yorkers to wait for hours on call lines 

just to be disconnected. 

• Slashing the HUD budget and dismantling Section 202 affordable 

housing for seniors, handing it to state block grants with no 

guarantees or accountability. 

• Eliminate LIHEAP, leaving thousands of older New Yorkers without 

heating and cooling assistance during extreme weather. 

• Zero out the Community Development Block Grant 

(CDBG) program, cutting off critical support for senior centers, 

NORCs, and housing. 

• Eliminate Title V Senior Employment, cutting off a vital re-entry 

path to the workforce for low-income older New Yorkers. 

• Abolish AmeriCorps Seniors, ending programs that reduce isolation 

and support community engagement. 

• Jeopardize Alzheimer’s Research, which will have unprecedented 

consequences for the millions of families who face and will face this 

devastating disease. 

This isn’t just bad policy—it’s un-American. We are witnessing the 

dismantling of the very systems that working New Yorkers have paid into 

and relied on for decades. Older adults across New York State deserve more 

than abandonment. They deserve respect, investment, and bold leadership 

that honors their lives—not a budget balanced on their backs. 

New York City and State as well as our Congressional representatives 

must make clear how they will fight back—how they will protect the 

programs older New Yorkers depend on and stand up to these 

dangerous federal cuts. Silence is not an option when lives, livelihoods, 

and dignity are on the line. 

Where Are we Now with Regard to the "Big Beautiful 

Bill (Budget) 



The Republican majority is attempting to pass a budget through 

reconciliation.  Reconciliation is a process that circumvents the Senate 

filibuster which demands a super majority (60 votes) to pass a bill and 

instead allows the budget to pass with a simple majority.  In the Senate the 

Republicans have a 53-47 majority. Reconciliation is ONLY allowed on 

budget items NOT on policy items, which is why the lowering of the co pay 

for insulin was not permitted for people on private insurance while it was 

allowed for people on Medicare Part D. 

  

In Reconciliation the House and Senate bills must be identical and they 

currently are not. Currently with the slim house and senate majorities the 

prospects of passage because of the severe Medicaid cuts for "moderate" 

Republicans and the increase in the deficit for the hard right Republicans. 

  

Overall Status and Next Steps: 

• The House aims to pass its version of the reconcilliation bill this 

month, with the goal of sending it to the Senate by July 4th. 

• Once the House passes its bill it goes to the Senate 

• Given the differences in the budget resolutions and potential 

disagreements on policy, the detaile=s of the House bill are likely to 

change in the Senate. 

• If the House and the Senate pass different versions, a conference 

committee would likely be formed to reconcile the differences 

between the two bills. 

• The final bill  would then need to be passed by both the Senate and 

the House before it can be signed into law by the President.  This 

seems unlikely currently because of fears of "moderate" 

Republicans of  not being re-elected 

Key Points to Consider: 



• Immigration Enforcement - The House bill currently proposes a 

substantial increase in in funding for immigration enforcement 

which is a significant point of contention. 

• Healthcare Cuts - Proposed cuts to Medicaid are a major area of 

concern and are causing divisions within the Republican party. 

• Federal Employee Benefits - Changes to federal employee 

retirement contributions and benefits are alsop part of the House 

proposals. 

• Tax Cuts - The reconciliation bill is expected to address the 

extension of tax cuts from the tax cuts and jobs act which 

disproportionately benefitted higher income persons and multi 

national corporations. 

Senate Confirms Frank Bisignano as SSA Commissioner Despite 

Controversy Over His DOGE Connections, Lack of Relevant 

Experience 

The Senate confirmed Frank Bisignano to head the Social Security 

Administration (SSA) along party lines on Tuesday, with a 53-47 vote. His 

term – set to expire in January 2031 – coincides with a tumultuous period 

for the agency, as Elon Musk and operatives from the Department of 

Government Efficiency (DOGE) work to gain access to Americans’ most 

personal information and possibly dismantle the agency. 

  

“Mr. Bisignano’s testimony before the Senate, along with his long career in 

the finance and tech sectors, provides no reassurance that he understands 

— let alone prioritizes — the needs of older and disabled Americans,” 

said Richard Fiesta, Executive Director of the Alliance, in a statement. “We 

remain alarmed by the risk that he will support privatization schemes or 

replace essential SSA workers with AI systems, which could undermine the 

quality and accessibility of services.” 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMb3z4-o8KVVEwUf-ltP6bHsWOLHAyN8PhVnGX5Ul782qek7tT0NWYWuy4a13X9YpVPkmNa9TItYDvHByON4y7VfOFjqopCdl1XJzB0RABUYJd_UAI0nuD6D6d994bWWXetd0U2i76DXS3VdwJjY-TxDdwRwd_PbKvzaXyftQHTAw-YTX5LSV21HWg1MOxHs6AGMMjdIM3H4VNGpKbmHW14pL6cfKvFC6Apw56HgBgXKq33cCXeqQ9Iwr_IVD7a-9Kex552kRmxPjrM3JqYs8NqdU5lEUiOHWbSQA9sVy-cvSGa6rC-SFXuNMMxSOd5KbM7E0KuGsR9tSqGyIiYvRLEBqRWylLCnDOYozhKpBw_mE/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h0/h001.EwjcbGMkpnfo0ZB8jYFP1gxBIukU5pIrv_DuR1tffrI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.X6XUC7u8ppFLNtMO_55SZn4evR89HlqcqrpvbetpMphJ705EHinj_b5wMQ8pwPl5YvB_5H6RYMiCkghxuiXKnYgTxwEYAdnlpLKeYNOmdPSU7SluzJa6QDHwlyTs5VZXPR2ZQrCCrsbbQw4ZgRxY48QNaGzMo0TUEUmJtsY5Gws4vOl09KCrS4mPpgxTvTePiPRuy_vPtb8qFsgs153fgpuVolX05dFzh8jZaMu4Bc7noJ-YBA1-OQ95XtXDwik_SO89yE3UnolG0STDqDzkBy1UN5xhN9cBamRh74A-JGvds8Qyd1DR8SEf2sLdlWQy9s3GBHdMRidm9kyo7wf632OXmHl9iIIf3ltR3OUDDg4OUfqrs9IrEnKsTRDPWCMP8aHv-4a5y9B2Ang363q_ID2kB3KDo_BuMKtvaD-UpRgbzVeYPYqiNnPeRgmFSClr/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h1/h001.eqwcLAknsZGTWaEQ5YqMxxgKR66_7rpnE1aZHX4MHUY


The evening before the vote, the Alliance joined Senate Minority 

Leader Chuck Schumer (NY), Sen. Chris Van Hollen (MD), Sen. Elizabeth 

Warren (MA), Sen. Ron Wyden (OR), Rep. John Larson (CT), former Social 

Security Commissioner Martin O’Malley, AFT President Randi Weingarten, 

Social Security Works President Nancy Altman, and retirees and members 

of AFSCME and AFT for a “Hands Off Social Security” rally. 

seniors and people with disabilities to access the benefits they've earned,” 

said Parker. “This is nothing less than a cruel, calculated plan to weaken 

Social Security.” 

Alliance members sent nearly 15,000 letters to their Senators urging them 

to vote no on Bisignano’s confirmation. 

  

“We will continue watching to see what Mr. Bisignano does next,” 

said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the Alliance. “Our members won’t stop 

speaking out and demanding that the Social Security Administration put the 

needs of retirees first.” 

Alliance Protects Voting Rights With Key Victory in North 

Carolina 

North Carolina state Supreme Court candidate Jefferson 

Griffin conceded his loss to Justice Alison Riggs on Wednesday, ending a 

lengthy fight in which he attempted to void 60,000 ballots with allegedly 

incomplete registration information as well as thousands of ballots cast by 

military and overseas voters. 

  

The North Carolina Alliance intervened in a lawsuit over the last several 

months to defend votes that were legally counted in the election. North 

Carolina Alliance President Bill Dworkin was also an intervenor in the case. 

Griffin’s concession effectively ended the lawsuit, ensuring that the ballots 

Griffin contested will be counted and Riggs will be sworn in. 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMdUS12fSrk6MMZIR1Ut2K6eVKOjjIEtrQE5dJeYxImXXEEN8vsztMSkJ3kvfJF3Y60LZDlbUPfhS2DNcNGA5iNW2PEtYi1C22zJJhfI0DuQSswE1wnx6xnJFKp48mCsgyIRqd6aOMrUkmRfIOJ5GV-pLa94-Q_dHzaFrEASJMggWXYSLjPyAc1YCrtfw-Gpc4fA3676Uetp92vnp0dXWb2YFJwp96bYevesU4cLZMQIrzzJyA4n8hhyX-OUg8nLEnmKZZxzGYJJtvjsZvHIsvXJcm_bGPA_SnB_mNG4DRZPVce-9Lq_oSC2ndVCp2QLqnjtUdih6FAjegwz7bHlAJCKYTh2D971W3FnArChP6RJZBJXO9ArPzGiiL2KkpAyerw/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h2/h001.9EkFykcsAC_BpbU0_esZuLbsBst_OT4nb-H0LGgT1M0
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMTUVOgEGN6S_UN_3mYQ_j8PvdOEUkCloMopNw_sEbMsiQ1IiV2N6z1pWC-e1945k0fp9yxCNGkbnyK81RG53BMHrD-wYxK4ju1BXhuv1Vs5Tt_nmAU7DCLKIwWrKp2LSFoC2L3DnHGyLS1QWjBj2un40g_S5IPyRZikWCqkhlm3m1jq2hQ-MbAzjFp3o7A-k_owbZoXLleVN2ZW9ZivdDvgdOcq3lhyR45RWu8mMHB-XGLuMLmhjdwzZM8aQ96Ui6Q22PFoaGOmLzQG9jPl_LDDnNWPz0JqXz3EsyDCoGCXsfTm7fOnsScaAKy57dM4SzrAUDqxV2I5CaffsGaIIut0m9bzrdgOy0dCdMXIQxP7rRiCvk8jAbvg8bbKjnmBcJlhHN6s8enTmhF-a910M53PQ8-6lVvkLUauPz43mPyJM/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h3/h001.CJJfPjoEtfGcI5mCnypH3elOo6oBnxpKVm1lyY1WnKo


“This victory is a major win for voters in North Carolina. Rules are set before 

elections – not after – for a reason,” said Joseph Peters, Jr., Secretary-

Treasurer of the Alliance. “We will continue to fight attempts to suppress 

older Americans’ votes across the nation whenever and wherever we see it.” 

Retirees Congratulate Jan Schakowsky on Exceptional Career in 

Congress 

Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL) announced on Monday that she will not seek 

another term in Congress. She has represented Illinois’ 9th congressional 

district since 1999. Following the announcement, the Alliance thanked her 

for always fighting for seniors. 

  

“Rep. Schakowsky has been a friend to Illinois seniors and the Alliance 

throughout her career. She has earned a lifetime pro-retiree score of 100 

percent,” said President Roach. “We’re grateful for her work to strengthen 

and protect Social Security, spearheading various legislative efforts to 

bolster our guaranteed earned Social Security and Medicare benefits and 

fighting for lower drug prices.” 

  

“Rep. Schakowsky is a legend with a lifelong commitment to older 

Americans.  Her decades of leadership have made life better for seniors and 

all Americans,” added Executive Director Fiesta. “We are grateful for the 

unending passion she brought to Congress and wish her all the best.”  



  

  

Left: Illinois Alliance member Drunita Steward (left) and CFO Stephanie Collins (right) with Rep. Schakowsky; Right: Rep. Jan Schakowsky 

with Illinois Alliance member Bea Lumpkin at a Social Security anniversary celebration in 2024. 

Alliance Marks Older Americans Month 



Thursday, May 1 was the first day of Older Americans Month. Historically, 

this month commemorates older Americans and provides an opportunity 

for us to reflect on their contributions. 

It can also be a time to reflect on the consequences of ageism. 

Research indicates that older Americans commonly experience 

stereotyping, prejudice, and age-based discrimination. Media portrayals 

often ignore seniors or depict them as unproductive, mentally impaired, or 

just generally weak, frail, or feeble. 

  

Internalizing these stereotypes can negatively affect mental and physical 

well-being for older adults, leading to poorer health outcomes and even 

degrading seniors’ ability to perform cognitive and physical tasks. 

  

Fortunately, these harmful effects can be alleviated by fostering more 

positive attitudes around aging. Experts recommend that older people 

reframe the narratives that fuel aging by trying to reject negative 

stereotypes, finding meaning in projects that align with their values, staying 

socially active, and trying new activities or teaching skills to others. 

KFF Health News: At Social Security, These Are the Days of the 

Living Dead 

By Darius Tahir 

Rennie Glasgow, who has served 15 years at the Social Security 

Administration, is seeing something new on the job: dead people. 

  

They’re not really dead, of course. In four instances over the past few weeks, 

he told KFF Health News, his Schenectady, New York, office has seen people 

come in for whom “there is no information on the record, just that they are 

dead.” So employees have to “resurrect” them — affirm that they’re living, 

so they can receive their benefits. 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.lmpSTrE-G07FKUPTdpC9IS8QFYx72FGCF4UOZ8Qp8iPmBmBylgiS3H2EUcqlSG3HEUuYAHs7ZiH5Meo9wU1VTzT1z4gLrStVY0fJ7nA_St6IGrUBInaLR4EhL_qjZHt0Y4Fq_0so5PYBAfMamK-fiaXH7Z1XxsrQlXmbQsrImZBICuBIM4TtgibMcHpG4c2exxOuhNirn716MO2VKPZcUasZ9ge5whu0Eoi-WLWLHNOQ_DvJ-z5BxXopPTP-o64ehSGmM3yrjvAI1LiO0X4Zxqo96niYGEcHBOjHel48BbDpBED0rahMDBsw0TReEk41rkLTr8QijDDKWmuVP6d1ZA/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h4/h001.L2dg1I5XnL-UC1GBHG-coxm4K6zQ8GyZAUQ1lMucqpY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMeun19N4ptDJ-p-0XVAJCQHewSySoS8cVyYjOzR0HKrgGK9TsNaP5YXjLppeEXWzYH67Jr7QAql-Yt-5heJcr6NvRaDQbbm4nECpJkFFPsKNAq3bwzHXNOAsacGm6zsf6jg3XKNUT4y501CCaf_cWURCh1nNqehZBA_gKPDsqYGlVo8JHJKExdeSbWd7Lcjb-cyMtXFuf-b4eh1s0AfBNRlHGXYXeR1fFx0qo9GH9p98QJSNsIPqGOVOh-s1-bF8KpLasPn53U7jrTZQzOQmRivrSizTJsQCmsGZ4-5UZTUDuiwBTL_xu2udNiBTN4A9fsTC7fzJUgczB9VPqPmivbA/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h5/h001.lc9pTaulZb3Zf_pusTPqs-LaAODRJggzroghnxyMZvI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicj_ECDnqXQoSvLB_6nnlGkcTjUMYzpoAuJyMEGftI8kmGQa183mN863qM2_AHOLaJkg0Mo_bk6pdq4-RdnT25XgwyYMChVNq-wlQZ1vz5Jf1W2Zr7iCb5mAi7f2K6GYiDZtk85BI38i6QQ5Q_RtKhuiTHmm-Bxesvi24p8WYoFJNRpFwTivJdoWyIIYWXwYwlGH2Utm1Cb4orP2MrPzIjs3Qk2GzUkKmm7QEAgH_Yg9q5sP0hTK3Z9HjPnhW3EWCHYV1gA537-H69rR3_2LD6gRrkYqwkqXn1HO4iixPdOflbadBFMxDG5m8DyZ7qt8CuMKHtwPZ3VTuCRPnpOHTuI-iU7128bYrQkLPPWSEfQBjySVrQAFLQbqtjB8X4VD8CdFGZdeTLy4Eh1LNkGVtrLM/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h6/h001.vxvVd36bV2D0a2g2HD06PphDMzBCLE3SPmxSM4glL4w
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicj_ECDnqXQoSvLB_6nnlGkcTjUMYzpoAuJyMEGftI8kmGQa183mN863qM2_AHOLaJkg0Mo_bk6pdq4-RdnT25XgwyYMChVNq-wlQZ1vz5Jf1W2Zr7iCb5mAi7f2K6GYiDZtk85BI38i6QQ5Q_RtKhuiTHmm-Bxesvi24p8WYoFJNRpFwTivJdoWyIIYWXwYwlGH2Utm1Cb4orP2MrPzIjs3Qk2GzUkKmm7QEAgH_Yg9q5sP0hTK3Z9HjPnhW3EWCHYV1gA537-H69rR3_2LD6gRrkYqwkqXn1HO4iixPdOflbadBFMxDG5m8DyZ7qt8CuMKHtwPZ3VTuCRPnpOHTuI-iU7128bYrQkLPPWSEfQBjySVrQAFLQbqtjB8X4VD8CdFGZdeTLy4Eh1LNkGVtrLM/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h6/h001.vxvVd36bV2D0a2g2HD06PphDMzBCLE3SPmxSM4glL4w
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SLdqY4re9NRChJwFnQ0ir9yTuV-9Wei53UHO0upBQKXzY1pVfIIiiNSqFaB66_jtjuerVnehV31OiRiGMz_xCbIykELA44IwmUTYzIzo6PrpgZNXlPyPQbM83bNTbpUbowAHpPMeVswnoAteL1h9cH4ysREX3srOWEL9IWDQNDw5ftE4J7_z8BkK2kwRaG-iOJsudeVaNQ1tbE26I2T6xZuKQUmuOmQ8jEV6qXEcVKXh28r87w_rh-sSZCoKkVQlATDarEgnNyVQyLfLlevb9rAz9mV5JCEk4P9sHYzDIDsj7GqfuttfXNTzhxETR_IdFKrU48iDivYGU3-gX_JgHAwXePycrP8zXBih2D59n_LaYvLe-L2YlkxT5UbZ9_K-/4gf/YfvDRbh7TjmhdxDh7Y24Gw/h7/h001.Cg1OPBVIlgAGe3H7NPdxcHVpGIw714RwFl8ZE_0r7HA


Revivals were “sporadic” before, and there’s been an uptick in such cases 

across upstate New York, said Glasgow. He is also an official with the 

American Federation of Government Employees, the union that represented 

42,000 Social Security employees just before the start of President Donald 

Trump’s second term. 

  

Martin O’Malley, who led the Social Security Administration toward the end 

of the Joe Biden administration, said in an interview that he had heard 

similar stories during a recent town hall in Racine, Wisconsin. “In that room 

of 200 people, two people raised their hands and said they each had a 

friend who was wrongly marked as deceased when they’re very much alive,” 

he said. 

  

It’s more than just an inconvenience, because other institutions rely on 

Social Security numbers to do business, Glasgow said. Being declared dead 

“impacts their bank account. This impacts their insurance. This impacts their 

ability to work. This impacts their ability to get anything done in society.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


