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Important Resources from NYS AFL-CIO Fiscal Policy 

Institute and Brennan Center for Justice to Help You 

Better Grasp How Recent Federal Actions Undermine 

New Yorkers and Other Americans 

The latest edition of the NYS AFL-CIO Union Strong podcast offers detailed 

insight into the impact of federal actions on New York State and its 

taxpayers. The program featuring a conversation with NYS Comptroller 

Tom DiNapoli, explains important ways that you can access information 

and stay up to date on the ways the federal action under the grossly 

misnamed “Big Beautiful Bill” undermines New Yorkers and all Americans. 

  

https://nysaflcio.org/news/union-strong-116 

  

Additionally, the Fiscal Policy Institute has its own analysis that sheds 

meaningful perspective on the arbitrary cruelty of the enacted federal 

legislation and how it will cost you. 

  

Learn more at: https://fiscalpolicy.org/ 

  

The non-partisan Brennan Center for Justice also has valuable reports and 

insights about protecting our democracy and ensuring the integrity and 

security of our courts and other institutions from political interference and 

overreach. 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicsEGCXBM5cTgtJI4009xYfG6Vy-8lkFh5vLbbKRUGvr9-dTBeXj9te_TVY_OHnkGipJvJ96aMCu371ymhF5Ws697DFFPjbh45iQyO30JBgNfdXDsVHbrMpGD-U8kXBQMRWNPhIoJuTuIivUiyZCuMTbBGsdnozVtdvgSncALxwG6nWPCsOuDel6N6ZJ0baB4DkDgjVZsI98sudLgmjNwrVCJKPZEV8wthWLA-2DQ6mzqOVZs-KjrFrqSFz3WMixiVgnaCy-LINTWY_l8MJcX2VrBFYjug6pl8k-znzbnNBeBZZLp8qobSxwVieVZ5VzWAQ/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h0/h001.fhSMLJhFtGqHNnpeChMF9Q1Ayj2eP91jyaA8RV9D72g
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.RNKlYhK-gnABEpCnH88uwFyna1WHrVkOmsuig5bHSn8ILq7qha4w7BX5m4MizCkgkXez9nwwGtv4YJlHDZyPp_HlmgPmg_JbJUV2HsCWqRQKg94Z_oleJSt6PodjRrJ1WyVYCLX7AcZAiLSGxoygm3mHSlSyhGXMg91FjR76MHpY5fnDlJjR_nU8cEL7ung21_AWpRqKz19gzeo3VLYnneUYSo1V_5pBsgWcwHbwwOf3ICQjwHrphhwSHleIS1YrHNN-fOSmjJwBoFwLMlT3Ypc-lgadeNKlr24Mud5bFH0v2_BjrjJCvVFdZl7KbMSo/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h1/h001.kGASChYb_87JismVkYJjEu0zRK07M5z6K5fNSejxuAI


Learn what they mean for you and how you can help protect our 

Constitutional rights and norms: https://www.brennancenter.org/ 

Why Won't New York Lawmakers or the Governor Call 

a Special Session to Address Trump's Cuts? 

By Jie Jenny Zou 

Neither top legislators nor the Governor have laid out a clear vision 

for addressing impending federal cuts.  A perspective from two 

diametrically opposed organizations. 

  

Top lawmakers don’t seem to be in a rush to figure out how to handle 

impending federal cuts. On July 4, President Donald Trump signed the One 

Big Beautiful Bill Act into law, enacting over $1 trillion in historic cuts to 

Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (snap) and 

forcing states like New York to rethink their largest and oldest safety net 

programs. So far, neither top legislators nor Governor Kathy Hochul have 

laid out a clear vision for what comes next. New York Focus spoke to fiscal 

advocates to get their take on how the state should move forward. 

 

THE TIMELINE 

  

The law’s first wave of Medicaid cuts takes effect in January, and 

new snap requirements are projected to take effect in March. State officials 

estimate the initial funding loss at a conservative $750 million — a figure 

small enough to be absorbed by a special reserve fund, which would spare 

the state from having to implement any midyear budget cuts. 

But starting April 1, that shortfall will balloon into a recurring, multibillion-

dollar hole that fiscal experts say can’t be resolved by stopgap measures 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMe7fjANVZa6IaKwEakKa3UqSUfuuTFI9eNkO0Ap92XSPjIspPUVfFT98U7Qj-ZwVcEvpmYwrHJ3anWv20zyDMV2jHr4yPsiOfi4yoR26CvTDkWaWB8OMxcVBWpxNB6mTZG8Tbkx1CuEtt8D-4Rhs6yLPmXcFCplT86WOBgZMFxSliAim0ylWGhsz30g2ndtWFOLv0H-iAwl_0MhRQS-4Jc9x1BCDlBptSiRNQsZVVH7MZizJAG1gILbUTbaiFbOm1j8qLT39sDIpoindm_j3uVF6fL-HmJ_1jJKU-OqgWrh7/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h2/h001.431qhytK7Q47WiSq_ab2_CGcQL9aA-LZKK1JiskHJRk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicm1Vnxr4QXTuAyea6R3Fyc2jnRXT8tLiMVJbzDmwTTvnCiBUw2xdRf0EsPRz6wyV9iZX28WNgVIfassg8b1IhL9H1nq4mJD32-XLXGGBN0VwDal-yCwaJwjgN4FnSD1ZjuxZM67hNQBSA37IoTETZjF0k75WsmxvRGSopqWiPCwWmfUbtLl_0QzvOGWdxMvHTJ6fXJzUByoiC11T5m5qblH4kIhvqqp_m-_zgeMwdJ4ukyYlL5xQDz-mhLNtiOTiL8It8Z1KiEGb_fowTl4O_WnBU7ooA4cB5T1fmf-go_ArHW9P-A2JIE6ZZDiZPUpSfH492OwgLncaMJal3uFVvV0jSW1NHkM357gT_X3exueQ/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h3/h001.AhSQAgGgNBXj7nPwvxLadiAj9ODIDJSFw3SY1vvKwAg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicm1Vnxr4QXTuAyea6R3Fyc2jnRXT8tLiMVJbzDmwTTvnCiBUw2xdRf0EsPRz6wyV9iZX28WNgVIfassg8b1IhL9H1nq4mJD32-XLXGGBN0VwDal-yCwaJwjgN4FnSD1ZjuxZM67hNQBSA37IoTETZjF0k75WsmxvRGSopqWiPCwWmfUbtLl_0QzvOGWdxMvHTJ6fXJzUByoiC11T5m5qblH4kIhvqqp_m-_zgeMwdJ4ukyYlL5xQDz-mhLNtiOTiL8It8Z1KiEGb_fowTl4O_WnBU7ooA4cB5T1fmf-go_ArHW9P-A2JIE6ZZDiZPUpSfH492OwgLncaMJal3uFVvV0jSW1NHkM357gT_X3exueQ/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h3/h001.AhSQAgGgNBXj7nPwvxLadiAj9ODIDJSFw3SY1vvKwAg


and will require the state to take decisive action: slash spending, raise 

revenue, or both. 

 

WHAT IS A SPECIAL SESSION? 

  

Despite the massive scale of the cuts, several lawmakers have said 

they don’t plan to reconvene this year to address the funding loss and 

instead will take up the matter in January as part of the state’s regular 

budget process. However, that timeline coincides with the start of federal 

cuts, and could prove to be unwieldy for a legislature that struggled 

to deliver a budget on time earlier this year. 

  

The legislature closed its doors for the year in June, but it can call a special 

session at any time to address any issue it deems urgent. New York is 

among 37 states where special sessions can be called by either the 

governor or the legislature. There are no limits on how many special 

sessions can be convened per year or for what purpose. 

The last special session took place in 2022, just days before Christmas, 

when lawmakers convened to give themselves raises that made them the 

country’s highest paid state legislators with a base salary of $142,000. That 

same year, Hochul convened a special session in June to discuss gun 

safety in response to a Supreme Court decision. 

  

Advocates at the Fiscal Policy Institute, a left-leaning think tank, are urging 

leaders to host a special session before a time crunch makes spending cuts 

all but inevitable. “I think they would like people to believe that nothing can 

be done and so there’s no point in having a big debate on how to manage 

the situation,” said Nathan Gusdorf, the institute’s executive director. “If 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtR5pQXAztMlbekr9qG-ifEKvdCW3GFPW0pFhFxnqvMlIV14OZxacI9aH3sfuX5EblgienlALXvZ37u4IwG208R3httrxiSbbXt8T2LH42D5-s1FtdWFmPYcYV4InQf3f5xB7WAAiyJecmsUgKcH3rkE4stDj-knqYWiQv1dD8LgJwJws8PMHRCPO0wexO6wJQp-MFqKia_kjtcDw4iRzWNQopEJhFqXVZmuujYbmGm0bpd_gZSX0xl0m-5FDKoBLz3ygYAP2xTEGV5UvsGNQAvZtlwlNb2ZsGw5Pr5mQFvmwWiy6nNQrQ54XSrxatJFXZ0aSxlpTbGV1jyYGx3bm5wVHTv7YumxUmJ1BwUdOFpDDoa--I7wOhmsPRQjp2OLXYoUWyb2F-L-8jl4hVj--1-oqfgpEIHvND39Oh-R3nU3clHnKI1Kw0TgNr7GS_XOjEg/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h4/h001.Bqf0h-QV8vMbChoa3yVN0rhbhGcBv7PfBMK_te1HWzI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicm1Vnxr4QXTuAyea6R3Fyc0BzwnvsS8fzFmfdAOOKo8QwNlaMS5hQ8HlAqpNRkTimN-6qI9DYfQCasr9LSXzIVuqLugjybPjgauMU8xJ57M0f4vidtort3gA-AmUh5aQ-o7hiyR0SrfNEYiTuUIZWiJFbb8X-P49qMs-A_Y3cr1QnOWSj-PTr-8jNA3e_qLDwn2jtdedQVyuq8GWQI26-0EtIq2e7o1hf7AZrhbhLGW1L_-EMIGrnorHwDrm8bO1TsYby0jq4r9xy_9YVgFaOEOR3e3AXGsX2ssr7poeH0Rw3V2RC5OuSyAhcUL2y-oblbsbW0XZMwPB39M6WlocJpar0dCdbNAlZqysgw-Oo8ii/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h5/h001.woQpCsnxh4mOzYCRcIW82XvCqVAvhQXUHwBhrdaeMCM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.NV3IV8RXB3BPG-RgoenRiiWZzpG8OpcAZQfldQhTZPMssKIMNX3DU8BOFWCGsjsJjpzfTSzKx9dDpixj3EiYUvanlmv9GhJL0jhOCQZkWdNxYkGKJITpjr1vhKUwLNWsYntnrVqsXpcWYXuZIKyEXhBIKTtcj_oniFCj8xh0M2zqbB6R4FxTbSz-qbpU_bntQmjq6zqzC66aBUbmpo17ecIbTWWw5pV84TXX-LBlLQ3dNdu_v1-WQ61438e-tTlA6P9_c0hsu76GWBAmUBpoJu2UQjnmg2oa3cJvakTCE9h2eD8FpuDNquPXqnNOXmy72xqxgqSnG0YpmeVqz0l16_DXNogiDEl5Cbt2hNXnxCvkb4Aa_pBQ9Ce45hqyz_51QOHZBHoIZSgpZgtxFkyvVPeSlH5pGb982kRhBcvZ5w4boSs_0De_LfXRHeskEd8Y_O-NVJruyzuK48rEu3X2W5S3yljFKUAwL1_iJXuQuCj27LjbQ7372RmfEQunAw4Q1jUz6diMFwkrzHXYCwSOL3oqEjaWawW1G7naVdRAaFU/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h6/h001.m48LZRZJNhPANkRpLGDEtWyOkNqPmz2i_IK2FeQwTz8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.NV3IV8RXB3BPG-RgoenRiiWZzpG8OpcAZQfldQhTZPMssKIMNX3DU8BOFWCGsjsJjpzfTSzKx9dDpixj3EiYUvanlmv9GhJL0jhOCQZkWdNxYkGKJITpjr1vhKUwLNWsYntnrVqsXpcWYXuZIKyEXhBIKTtcj_oniFCj8xh0M2zqbB6R4FxTbSz-qbpU_bntQmjq6zqzC66aBUbmpo17ecIbTWWw5pV84TXX-LBlLQ3dNdu_v1-WQ61438e-tTlA6P9_c0hsu76GWBAmUBpoJu2UQjnmg2oa3cJvakTCE9h2eD8FpuDNquPXqnNOXmy72xqxgqSnG0YpmeVqz0l16_DXNogiDEl5Cbt2hNXnxCvkb4Aa_pBQ9Ce45hqyz_51QOHZBHoIZSgpZgtxFkyvVPeSlH5pGb982kRhBcvZ5w4boSs_0De_LfXRHeskEd8Y_O-NVJruyzuK48rEu3X2W5S3yljFKUAwL1_iJXuQuCj27LjbQ7372RmfEQunAw4Q1jUz6diMFwkrzHXYCwSOL3oqEjaWawW1G7naVdRAaFU/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h6/h001.m48LZRZJNhPANkRpLGDEtWyOkNqPmz2i_IK2FeQwTz8


they’re going to manage these funding cuts entirely through reducing 

benefits and services, it’s probably easier to get that done through the 

chaos of the annual budget session.” 

  

Last week, Gusdorf proposed a variety of tax reform changes to help the 

state avoid cutting benefits by raising revenue or cutting future costs — all 

measures that could be discussed in a special session. He said he was 

concerned by several state lawmakers echoing Hochul’s claim that the 

state is not in a financial position to backfill the federal funding losses. 

“We’ve always pointed out that’s not true,” he said. 

  

Patrick Orecki, director of state studies at the fiscally conservative Citizens 

Budget Commission, was less insistent about the need for a special 

session, but said budget talks next year should be the “latest” the state 

starts cobbling together a comprehensive, long-term plan for how to deal 

with the larger, looming cuts. 

“The state has a runway right now, the cuts don’t all happen overnight,” he 

said. Instead, lawmakers should begin strategizing now — ensuring that 

they are amply prepared come January, he said. A special session could 

help speed up complicated discussions, Orecki said, but isn’t strictly 

necessary. 

WHAT KINDS OF CHANGES COULD THE STATE MAKE TO OFFSET T

HE CUTS 

• Raise Taxes: The Fiscal Policy Institute estimates raising taxes by 

one percent on New Yorkers earning over $250,000 or imposing a 

one percent sales tax on services could each generate $5 billion 

annually. Revising the state’s corporate tax code to ensure “pass-

through” businesses are treated like corporations could generate $9 

billion. These proposals could offset a large share of the federal cuts 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.RNKlYhK-gnABEpCnH88uwFyna1WHrVkOmsuig5bHSn_J0VERbtJTogniTdJyjTgFxUw4AUSGsnUBtzobhkUmwQmycfopFQvSzkmZGwwgChFk1AttyiKMmUthvRb30RsUohe1DVfKAPw0UPI0ZsSzbkL7dJ3M7vXLtryFQUudwnAPjAcpImOSOy-EqtQ4mkGoRwtzEzqgAAHoebzzOhlwZBJ4oHpRrgU09IIvQdUQOxiNd-RDXNpbn2puzyno4koaGZQdSaV6CviJxnYp9N67QDCx4BmvY61zvt3sKRecTE09KaCHXuUL3Ty5ptMtsDsFRv5d_uOx6gORbdbX2wKGhYvr1GPXGgT-4kZCR153gcT_RWhdn_D7Tqarz56VhvxH/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h7/h001.hqQO4m8Nz8S_qOZLPanswDBDNNTUnPoOYIXJTOpndd0
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicm1Vnxr4QXTuAyea6R3Fyc1sr-2YgPkSNCH1zzSBmA90FUt-1d7RwGr57883JNZ5QElqwH4kJkmSzj_B0XBZAjxfcyKPAfxJK6NowcjCINe_GJrKhk7Q2xL9s-EknHIPj_u5QARjxDmUBWTInvP3BCmcMG9xAwfbLul3bFTtb7uKaSaGT1NBQVGqLuENAR0AFQTj3OumWQFTlrCTvfmpDpbm-tYScsmI87ZK5qX5WZfRfC6hOA9GUKrsT9gddYk0lYBVQgimN5Bh21_6bpUloa7XsieIPYvqeJl3EbemSFU3IEjcvt9Vk1boOG9kjYEjO2Zn7mmkkCjOEENNZSHrQ3-sV8H5UtHRs75kW8GGU644uqlKvslYAXmKUcrOoNTbsg/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h8/h001.hikJ90I6_A8z5XycvLpba5VoO4Q69KV-0Rly1HsWRm4
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.RNKlYhK-gnABEpCnH88uwFyna1WHrVkOmsuig5bHSn_J0VERbtJTogniTdJyjTgFxUw4AUSGsnUBtzobhkUmwQmycfopFQvSzkmZGwwgChEjd1dymrKcB7P7c-ws49F1jcKgKtaWlEDH-zFRs5qZ9v9mT2ALaNzKBs2e442pbu4oFi7HXwEwWQWPRF6WNT1HIo6Liq6QSP_lFfSFE1xmY0q6QYZS_IgQtP7dooa12ZmBUCMMBOJ4QjVGWwyTY0E87vu962lyE2pIm1fVBRTl5JpJ7M7UZEhiy8n9ICfpCjtbUXEzO_LHyMUmfyGt7PnFXmi1IXcpXR3SgaIt3sKAR-MCQDbvrXeKRNjZ522vycDiVFcARAglFODQ4KJiHsXS/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h9/h001.v2q7Q8iO2vqclfnaxk_PlWT39672Rye0pu0nlc8wJbA


announced in July, and could provide the state with greater flexibility 

to address future federal cuts. 

• Don’t Raise Taxes: The Citizens Budget Commission is against any 

tax increases but urges the state to consider other cost-cutting 

changes, like reforming how the state delivers aid to schools or 

retooling its economic development subsidy program. Hochul recently 

vocalized her opposition to any tax raises on wealthy New Yorkers. 

Orecki notes that the state’s budget is based on conservative 

revenue projections and that new, soon-to-be-released data will 

sharpen the state’s true financial picture. 

• Where They Agree: Both Gusdorf and Orecki agree that the state 

should cancel Hochul’s inflation refund checks — a $2 billion rebate 

program that is slated to deliver one-time checks to 8.2 million New 

Yorkers starting in October. Orecki noted it’s a change Hochul could 

likely make unilaterally without legislative action. 

NYSARA Biennial Convention 

Date:  September 4, 2025 10:30 am to 3:00 pm: 

  

Place: NYSUT Headquarters 800 Troy Schenectady Rd. Latham, NY 

  

Purpose:  To Elect NYSARA Officers 2025 -2027, Get Information on 

Issues both nationally and Statewide that have impact on Seniors and 

Actions to take that have impact.  Hearing from people who impact Seniors. 

  

Keynote Speakers:  Robert Roach, President National 

ARA (CONFIRMED), Ravi Reddi, Senior Staff for US Senator Kirsten 

Gillibrand (CONFIRMED), Thomas DiNapoli, NYS 

Comptroller (REQUESTED) and NYS Senator Patricia 

Fahy (REQUESTED) 

  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sZ6PDW0MnHabhZVOX2A-eRKKo_UnQ1Pzt1j4IyDwf6xvDfJvITUjW6qXg6axxlJ8shH5a6DNtef7pu9JgEJkoKgAILetspdudtJU8VUAowCi3HZhO_XHb-FMr22BJYurYwh-cpC_Dvyqpimb04h05lTpjfbcSlKP03WNqkgIhvUVje2OrurZtl74_eMgE2__Yypt83uizyxDB7fq-zPMp6YfQlHzL9jzViA8MBN7BuqOsCiDuaJ5Jjl2OGysRO5ukXwcfZBgkSYfpNOiDQX-SXXeamNlLyXNPvJmIybzgj-LnnQDAXOYENAsaFmrITZVgqisfVS4wsp-ypxpX0X4YDoUFQfRAmPeiF8mmc-ceCL6VkwuEgHmGeV_5_H-iPC8n-VdMtDxF9iV_NhXQnq6spE/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h10/h001.dySFZSwnZQe-jIEa-P_Z89IkZDIzeNAAWz1B6vVR8ZQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sZ6PDW0MnHabhZVOX2A-eRKKo_UnQ1Pzt1j4IyDwf6xvDfJvITUjW6qXg6axxlJ8shH5a6DNtef7pu9JgEJkoKgAILetspdudtJU8VUAowCi3HZhO_XHb-FMr22BJYurYwh-cpC_Dvyqpimb04h05lTpjfbcSlKP03WNqkgIhvUVje2OrurZtl74_eMgE2__Yypt83uizyxDB7fq-zPMp6YfQlHzL9jzViA8MBN7BuqOsCiDuaJ5Jjl2OGysRO5ukXwcfZBgkSYfpNOiDQX-SXXeamNlLyXNPvJmIybzgj-LnnQDAXOYENAsaFmrITZVgqisfVS4wsp-ypxpX0X4YDoUFQfRAmPeiF8mmc-ceCL6VkwuEgHmGeV_5_H-iPC8n-VdMtDxF9iV_NhXQnq6spE/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h10/h001.dySFZSwnZQe-jIEa-P_Z89IkZDIzeNAAWz1B6vVR8ZQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicsz0aCqAqdUj64pv_jbgjL5Uxf-Zg6VqFI7aR7AI2S9abNb-q8LyvJ6clnl4G1My5L9b8VhoMCyqDjQfhkRUWwY8_7YHjP9L3vl6CsD3p9fdAvQPJ7ifR9Jwm0Q8gl0HMN8-Nz-wJ4vPIiaEaGS9-q6WpU8lw5YylF7qi4xg4m4MimbXo5nPH6Pk3PyZTtqk0CJc1xl_83HWvusF00QyYzN5tMP7NVzdqEX_88lgHGVwM2NLX1LzeHG6VnjaLKOr3FSQmCzuvVZNt7vRW8a4O_mj8MFtJZOmXBEiSPVxY-PPrMqC-JCH3Nd_rNyZPU84y7M5ZcrARMw3h2_qRY5oeuA8mnj9SmoYQSfZSi7txU7oPctW3PvhThLYJ3AoMih-OcI-t2djvJPfgcAfw179qisoMZ72yQbOaaTz20htv0Gz/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h11/h001.nt2blFue1S_xaZqDQRLrmUh_pqMQ_llRH2s9Roni19E
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMYyxckq2lVtaCsr_7wOxipj_FkUGfpof4IZlP4LC66kqebTAzxajFQDJoikn7pseP5hzyNbmdWTh7FoCpeR4J-i7E95T2KutQMtMh9B5OHIHnYga5U2_tjMS0fFFPypVsx2UtE20QR2N0LXWBviZ4Lf868C6I6Zd1fplKFc29MwjUMrsRdgV2A8E8GpokEbsKw0jqaqf0p2ILku7V7FOGxOmFSozhLSEc3KdStaUUMWDM7Ze7X4tmS65O445COoqKaPbA4VE0RtdUE2CVWsRGNdVrggcrK4Ys5PGfnmfCMvSzqRMIN1l40BoMtlPIf2BUDNRt8we2loLUWWEVQjdS_Gq-qcn4r3MJxGYxdrQLFOJNcWOoV6CLfnFgDgfrZJUMp-Vo0PXwVoKF64Fv9qVJ6fX6MCmonjCiO2Utd0zQ2vW/4ij/mIwcSxWcShmV59KMEUPwPw/h12/h001.sEdWcGF4tNhlVCktZi4tkjd054Opzw_6duqGdCdZgOQ
https://www.google.com/maps/search/800+Troy+Schenectady+Rd.+Latham,+NY?entry=gmail&source=g
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Celebrating Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid 

Anniversaries With an Eye Toward Current Hazards and 

Future Threats 

By Julie Carter and our Friends at Medicare Rights 

In a new AARP poll, 96% of respondents said Social Security is important, 

and 2023 KFF polling showed that 80% of respondents held a positive or 

very positive view of the program. Recent research shows that Social 

Security alone slashes poverty for older adults by 75%, and many rely on 

it—or plan to do so—for a substantial part of their retirement income. 

  

Medicare and Medicaid are also extremely popular. KFF polling in early 

2025 found that 82% of respondents had a favorable view of Medicare with 

77% saying the same for Medicaid. By June, as Congress targeted 

Medicaid in the reconciliation, polling revealed its favorability had climbed to 

83%. Before Medicare and Medicaid, half of older adults were uninsured. 

Today, less than 1% are without coverage. Together, Medicare and 

Medicaid continue to be the bedrock of our nation’s health care system and 

critical pillars for enrollee well-being. Despite their clear popularity and 

proven successes, the programs face headwinds. Although the 

conversation about Medicare’s future often revolves solely around 

“solvency” and the trust funds, there are functional challenges—like 

problematic payment structures and outdated coverage rules—that if 

reformed could promote sustainability and reduce friction. 

  

The program’s overspending on Medicare Advantage alone, driven by built-

in overpayments, an overabundance of plans, and misaligned incentives for 

insurance companies, drains billions of dollars from the program every 

year. Other issues, too, increase pressure on Medicare financing, including 
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lack of coverage for dental, hearing, and vision care that could reduce long-

term costs, and payments that incentivize providers to treat patients in more 

expensive settings. 

Medicare remains strong, and policy changes could make it even more so. 

Looking ahead, policymakers could address the systemic inefficiencies, 

misaligned incentives, gaps in coverage, and growing complexities that 

drive up program, beneficiary, and taxpayer costs. 

Legislative Cuts Endanger Medicaid and 
Medicare 

Massive Medicaid cuts in the just-passed budget reconciliation bill put 

access to care at risk for millions of people, including older adults and 

people with disabilities who the need the program to access care, stay 

healthy, and live safely in their homes and communities. The bill makes it 

harder for people with Medicare to access Medicaid-funded assistance like 

Medicare Savings Programs (MSPs) that help them afford their Medicare 

and meet other basic needs like food and housing. 

Medicare, too, was directly cut in the same reconciliation bill, through 

policies that roll back eligibility, modernizations, and beneficiary protections. 

Even bigger reductions loom. Because the bill increases the national debt, 

it triggers substantial cuts to Medicare through a budgetary rule known as 

“PAYGO.” This means an automatic cut of nearly $500 billion will start next 

year unless Congress takes immediate action. 

Administrative Cuts and Staffing Shortages Put 
Access to Services at Risk for Older Adults and 
People with Disabilities 

Procedural rules prevented Congress from harming Social Security in the 

reconciliation bill, but recent administrative changes have undermined it 

nonetheless. Since January, the Trump administration has taken aim at 

Social Security’s ability to support people applying for or receiving benefits 
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by slashing staffing, closing offices, and changing rules, creating 

widespread confusion and service barriers. 

Similarly, Medicare, Medicaid, and other programs within the Department of 

Health and Human Services have been harmed by the administration’s 

arbitrary cuts to staffing and funding. For those impacted, the effects are 

often cumulative and exponential. The planned elimination of 

the Administration for Community Living and termination of vital staff at 

the Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office are especially devastating for 

older adults and people with disabilities. 

  

Protecting the Promise of All Three Programs 

At Medicare Rights, we know how important Medicare, Medicaid, and 

Social Security are to the health, well-being, and financial stability of older 

adults and people with disabilities. We celebrate the enormous successes 

of these programs while continuing to work to protect and strengthen them 

for current and future generations. 

UnitedHealth Confirms It Is Under Investigation for Medicare 

Billing Malpractices as House Committee Holds a Medicare 

Advantage Hearing  

On Thursday, July 24, UnitedHealth revealed that they are facing an 

investigation from the U.S. Department of Justice. The 

company disclosed the investigation in a filing with the Securities and 

Exchange Commission, stating that it is cooperating with federal 

investigators. 

  

This news follows a report earlier this year by The Wall Street Journal, 

which revealed that federal officials had launched a civil fraud investigation 
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into how UnitedHealth records patient diagnoses that lead to higher 

payments for its Medicare Advantage plans. 

  

Medicare Advantage plans are privately run alternatives to traditional 

Medicare, primarily serving people aged 65 and older. More than 8 million 

people are currently enrolled in a UnitedHealth Medicare Advantage plan. 

  

Separately, the House Ways and Means Committee held a hearing this 

week to examine ongoing issues with the Medicare Advantage program. 

  

Rep. Lloyd Doggett, Ranking Member of the Health Subcommittee on the House Ways & Means Committee, delivers a statement during 

the July 22 hearing. 

“Medicare Advantage was sold as a program to save taxpayer dollars and 

improve the quality of care,” said Rep. Lloyd Doggett (TX) during the 

hearing, noting that the program has ended up costing taxpayers far more 

than traditional Medicare. 

House Health Subcommittee Chair Vern Buchanan (FL) emphasized the 

importance of ensuring patients get the care they need. “We have heard 

many stories of access issues, prior authorization delays, and payment 

problems that negatively impact patients,” he said. 
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“Medicare Advantage makes big promises to seniors and is allowed to offer 

services that traditional Medicare cannot,” said Richard Fiesta, Executive 

Director of the Alliance for Retired Americans. “That’s why it’s especially 

important for Congress and the Administration to hold corporations 

accountable for delivering quality care and rooting out any waste and fraud 

in the program.” 

FRAUD ALERT: Phone Scammers Targeting Medicare 

Beneficiaries 

Law enforcement officials and the Federal Trade Commission are warning 

about a new Medicare fraud scheme targeting seniors. Scammers 

are exploiting recent changes to Social Security and Medicare—introduced 

by Elon Musk’s Department of Government Efficiency—to trick beneficiaries 

and defraud the Medicare system. 

  

Posing as employees from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

(CMS), scammers are calling seniors and claiming they need to “update” or 

“verify” personal information. But these calls are not legitimate. The 

scammers are collecting Medicare numbers and other sensitive information 

to submit fraudulent claims for medical equipment or medication, pocketing 

the reimbursements. 

  

It’s important to know: CMS will never call you unless you’ve contacted 

them first. They are not issuing new Medicare cards. If you receive a call 

claiming you need to verify your Medicare number or are being issued a 

new card, it’s a scam. 
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“As long as older adults keep their Medicare information private and avoid 

phone calls asking for these details, they should not have to worry about 

being taken advantage of,” said Alliance President Robert Roach, 

Jr. “Make sure to stay on high 

  

alert and protect your Medicare card and number as if it was a credit card.” 

  

If you believe your Medicare number has been compromised or want to 

report a suspicious call, contact Medicare directly at 1-800-MEDICARE (1-

800-633-4227). 

You’re Invited: Webinar on the Republican Tax and Budget 

Plan and Seniors 

The Alliance is hosting a free webinar “The Ugly Truth About the One Big 

Beautiful Bill” on Thursday, July 31, at 4 PM ET. Join Legislative 

Representative David Simon and Field Mobilization Director Maureen Dunn 

to learn more about how the Republican budget bill will harm retirees, and 

ways Alliance members are fighting back. 

 

Please click here to RSVP for the event! 
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KFF Health News: Trump Voters Wanted Relief From Medical 

Bills. For Millions, the Bills Are About To Get Bigger. 

By Noam N. Levey 

President Donald Trump rode to reelection last fall on voter concerns about 

prices. But as his administration pares back federal rules and programs 

designed to protect patients from the high cost of health care, Trump risks 

pushing more Americans into debt, further straining family budgets already 

stressed by medical bills. 

  

Millions of people are expected to lose health insurance in the coming 

years as a result of the tax cut legislation Trump signed this month, leaving 

them with fewer protections from large bills if they get sick or suffer an 

accident. 

  

At the same time, significant increases in health plan premiums on state 

insurance marketplaces next year will likely push more Americans to either 

drop coverage or switch to higher-deductible plans that will require them to 

pay more out-of-pocket before their insurance kicks in. 
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