
 

August 4, 2025 

NYSARA Biennial Election Convention 

Date:  September 4, 2025 10:30 am to 3:00 pm: 

  

Place: NYSUT Headquarters 800 Troy Schenectady Rd. Latham, NY 

  

Purpose:  To Elect NYSARA Officers 2025 -2027, Get Information on Issues 

both nationally and Statewide that have impact on Seniors and Actions to 

take that have impact.  Hearing from people who impact Seniors. 

  

Keynote Speakers:  Robert Roach, President National 

ARA (CONFIRMED), Ravi Reddi, Senior Staff for US Senator Kirsten 

Gillibrand (CONFIRMED), Greg Olsen, Acting Director NYS Office for the 

Aging (Requested) and NYS Senator Patricia Fahy (REQUESTED) 

  

Candidates for Office:  Barry Kaufmann - President, Paul Schuh - Vice 

President Labor, Secretary (Opportunity), Gary Lanahan - 

Treasurer  Nominations will be taken from the floor. Nominee MUST be 

present and a member of a Statewide payer 

  

Click to get Registration Form Due by 8/25/2025     

Federal Updates 

Bipartisan Congressional Budget Action Blocks Proposed Housing 

Cuts: From our colleagues at the New York Housing Conference: The 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.NV3IV8RXB3BPG-RgoenRiuHOlW31ZuEh8ZvGSYV64I4ahnQehHpJ_eK0XSaAdGaY-KHIhuN8DtIxRzxrput1bc3xKv-1G0DrFHhu4GGb64SoxmO1b58mw4n8kHZEh7Y3IVDAHoChgYb0_5Kv9iWz2JG0vHNcbyfBpMdl_OWDpIyjD-hY8DrIcJKPbJu_1Q7MXI6NqBTRoXwOCy9fokVjR3LXNOsH8n8NltDwgNkLYZMmiTASQGzI8Ek-9E9O06AEr6ekqzoXF6zsne3XwaODj8io44e0tiJYpa-DWNo5B518dwdvoWjT0_6adVtYNbn12wCSgojzB6efN-waYfSiKw/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h0/h001.FBLtDzI4MUzHvP6YCl5iLO8DzpJUG0_Si7_gWHD7s8g
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sZTjwE2yAZMJsx23Qb0lG7E6d5V4WD6qgds4IPb4k_Fvgk04KGQPap7gSLGz2ppZlfwHNEVaLUSS1DA92xkidaFN7qIAMjsz0hxBuGFHuxJ91tFXYRS938gZNBw32gT-862dZO-S7WdbBHzlkMAEsX6VVgfRf5Y3h-1dml_x6Y0ZrxkMB1A_cJA1MF3QOVDq76icwWaDX3nUMhrLtQoIICiuIPpS-PvfBcm4vThqafMoSDEua7huBVu4Vr9h-_PeMHNlAWPDzxaNivL7sZzKTIKY-9y3L4vz94Vjph-JFqUW9p740U5WLldC_Jgnhh-4aoi73f7myzXN4Qe5Hc4JLLgTJX8UsAR4X8gLeN5hmdAfzPfNNZvWPPt2HXju1F_nZe2RE6UfX4MnO2Af4vi4X0rsJ67x3L8a4zhmxlCBFp5sPbbYlJxn6ow4Ix28y_jOPF_am_CLgSnfL5K7YjCcPb91eudAVVbK36XFETyO5CA6tv7vHDadci1Kak8X6cXWjEXRc3TXUgivKgEChpGARFNn982KmrHpANjBykXxNS6NnCV4-9MyJtrv26rY-HCANbrihTyvs3Pn1ExUgF9Kk8CMlCMtTKnHCJjav99jH9MLJ5Lp7Nc0vkmqR8t_hHD9ahDpZaZmHGxddNMBFlX1UK3SifGwzjxcbW-ZsRDTGKLsRin6yIZ2a4IGBPGK5HMro-M44543WDMSwpqSU3lCTsTea4hc2EFfeter2ZS0xaMn59txYTu3gfjZlCjIIP69Fqt-aZsDDhv5vy___ErOEoGM8E5noPnRDww6t-bP7DAY-AuPkT1Obi8wgT-2Jhip0rcV22lteK8eM78w2VcX48z0jE4OAwUqbs-CEuDI80HtirBPuGuLuHESpevKmVOVBg7ZhJnJ_vsZbw572iYXX8uK388zGgns3bsRsLso38QUpXwJfrr5ht1oD-Mmf0e_f0hTNScB2tCmX-9Q6KyiSRS59zE-O0uGixrlVHByfjdFVRU_FJ4Ht745s7yHCaS1P_-eVhx5qFXOmFHDdAY5CpOReWaE-DKdeZNDym6VXoBckl76WZsD86opGQor1VPF9TaEpKWlVv1Vj68JDEFI4yYObh_LpKyRHsFpxY84buyxCZpHA6w-8OMRfaMmeEi-ZDNJZobkHuq_qz2HC1z036lVXsqnQ-9Lca5IMubWtVQDVHEzzMaQlCE9e3zGJdobJchlCn1ebhDObS4uluJ4EJIdMHTFWW1_7iVhdNOattwo6dXWIHyCR6bZMTWOq_hLGLGrGNudtIkZtI4B1XUpTiT7nruVIMmG-aFqzjxlxuKMuHWySdOcpi7dFS-7QEDEu-J-GrIj90KFluaM_Q4OeYmCKB3F27gO5pxNFjPNqHivvxu9P4B5PQsyFRyYOqk5CrnJiLzmfVqkLyJPDyJ5Tz8E8_6nR2rPDE6VsPalZYGaZw8Fp_-WURbBIgIRj4tDONZTkAcfn5erG2iUX_fAbtPNCCzYbIeMaBk0aQPhOYv6o0B2EoKs4RCVEwCNGokSk28AZvgOM3LY-YK5DDRu8w_Dd0RiPwcXP0_DEoRxXSxvrV4hNtSKHHzMInJusO2Wjw/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h1/h001._OBWU4J6_Tq5lkkYg0fmMtpgKPD7dp_mNIzTmJYr2nM


House and Senate have both advanced budget bills that reject the 

most harmful elements of the President’s proposed cuts. The Senate 

bill increases HUD funding by $3.3 billion (to $73.3B), while the House 

bill proposes a $939 million decrease (to $67.8B). We’re particularly 

concerned about underfunded housing vouchers, the elimination of the 

HOME program in the House bill, and cuts to public housing in both 

chambers. The looming funding cliff for 9,400+ Emergency Housing 

Vouchers in New York also remains unresolved. Amid this challenging 

climate, bipartisan support for housing remains strong—with progress 

seen in LIHTC expansion and the bipartisan ROAD to Housing Act. We 

urge Congress to adopt a final budget that fully funds HUD programs 

and protects housing access nationwide. Please see NYHC’s full analysis 

here. 

Congressional Engagement during August Recess: New York members 

of the Appropriations Committees should be contacted during the 

August recess. We recommend inviting them to visit your programs and 

highlight the impact of federal funding. Here are the key targets - 

Senate: Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY); House: Adriano Espaillat (D-NY), 

Grace Meng (D-NY), Joseph Morelle (D-NY), Nick LaLota (R-NY). 

Administration Shift: As previously reported, aging programs will move 

under the newly named Administration for Children, Families, and 

Communities (ACFC). According to our DC partners, the next priority is 

ensuring aging-focused leadership. The current nominee to lead ACFC is 

Alex Adams (Idaho). 

Older Americans Act (OAA) Reauthorization Introduced: A 

bipartisan bill to reauthorize the OAA has been introduced by Sen. 

Bernie Sanders (I-VT) and Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA). Co-sponsors 

include: Rick Scott (FL), Kirsten Gillibrand (NY), Susan Collins (ME), 

Tim Kaine (VA), Markwayne Mullin (OK), Edward Markey (MA), Lisa 

Murkowski (AK), Ben Ray Luján (NM).  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3XIqxEfeCtBcsuoGCPl-Lb7j9Ktq0pegYCAsNww0yYxdNv9zyb5wouiV75rEFFohLHepvf2Jj3He95MLyJPwOjSmKek65mx298db7ujXL5ddc725InyxNmJH-2hxDzDpq7seMdbLGAtnbfB2dlqjMvNv1YVExvpAnE7QrDH45VIsDFW2pAg9l0n90dSU0-OWq1QpwGCLeKFLFFlrelDje08taUs-Eig3qt1a69kwRQfMOVc9SP5mtfskI1bI_4eupY9Cwjs4vhblXXzH7Gxch47gemiuMBbYVirOi7X2IFH0OhIGYuTvAaVJxcXFcEd2rg/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h2/h001.tdFM2Zqiv7xNVOcv2IluPZZNMEvMmLmL7WaFlOAvZoo
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3XIqxEfeCtBcsuoGCPl-Lb7j9Ktq0pegYCAsNww0yYxdNv9zyb5wouiV75rEFFohLHepvf2Jj3He95MLyJPwOjSmKek65mx298db7ujXL5ddc725InyxNmJH-2hxDzDpq7seMdbLGAtnbfB2dlqjMvNv1YVExvpAnE7QrDH45VIsDFW2pAg9l0n90dSU0-OWq1QpwGCLeKFLFFlrelDje08taUs-Eig3qt1a69kwRQfMOVc9SP5mtfskI1bI_4eupY9Cwjs4vhblXXzH7Gxch47gemiuMBbYVirOi7X2IFH0OhIGYuTvAaVJxcXFcEd2rg/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h2/h001.tdFM2Zqiv7xNVOcv2IluPZZNMEvMmLmL7WaFlOAvZoo


Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) Funding 

Delay and Advocacy: Funding for the Senior Community Service 

Employment Program (SCSEP) continues to be frozen by the Federal 

administration, putting over $400 million to low-income older adults in 

jeopardy. SCSEP provides paid, job-based training for low-income older 

adults, helping them enter or reenter the workforce through both 

online and on-the-job programs tailored to their needs. Please see a 

sample letter here that you can use to advocate to the US DOL.  

More People are Enrolling in Medicare Advantage at 

High Cost to Medicare and Taxpayers 

A new KFF report examines key trends in 2025 Medicare Advantage (MA) 

enrollment. MA has seen steady growth in recent years and since 2023 has 

accounted for more than half of all enrollees. At the same time, Medicare 

payments to MA plans continue to outpace Original Medicare (OM) 

spending, and transparency issues within MA hinder effective evaluations 

and beneficiary decision-making. These dynamics raise costs for 

beneficiaries and taxpayers, as well as questions about plan value and 

accountability. 

Key Enrollment Trends 

More than half of Medicare beneficiaries are enrolled in MA. In 

2007, 19% of Medicare beneficiaries were enrolled in MA plans. In 2025, it 

has reached 54%. If current dynamics continue, the Congressional Budget 

Office (CBO) projects MA could cover 64% of beneficiaries by 2034. 

Special needs plans (SNPs) comprise a growing share of MA 

Enrollment. Nearly 7.3 million Medicare beneficiaries are enrolled 

in Special Needs Plans (SNPs), MA plans designed to meet specific care 

needs; enrollees must meet the special needs category the plan serves like 

eligibility for both Medicare and Medicaid, or residence in a nursing home 

or other institutional facility. In 2025, SNPs continue to comprise a growing 

share of MA enrollment, accounting for 21% of enrollees compared with 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3XIqxEfeCtBcsuoGCPl-Lb7CY5wyJxRN9Z6gEHW0jwe8nSMJ4Xy5b31XGrTPwoBXdT209PGbnnxZDU3hPq_IpcSABtZyiScrpGli5cVQwMaidATLtLmgvTcq7EF_t_ymqWUiRXM7aJLFoeXCrZZwcIJWSaruihSWqefVfw4PS41rg1QcK1KOgsWQpgQkyPMLY4iXnzX4Q7P3DWTCBE5GAYsbVS-XMPLSvqDmt9-UKQPp8MMeckygOEWnet-FG1TInbJBJbjUi136tc2Gj1J2zd1IMHA4qreBVIC34OHjdViMnl6nl-vxFqYBxK4qHyGkLQ/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h3/h001.5xFvXY423y3aRiFTqviH4Rb0bI6bruyq1i-F81nfqms
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3XIqxEfeCtBcsuoGCPl-Lb7CY5wyJxRN9Z6gEHW0jwe8nSMJ4Xy5b31XGrTPwoBXdT209PGbnnxZDU3hPq_IpcSABtZyiScrpGli5cVQwMaidATLtLmgvTcq7EF_t_ymqWUiRXM7aJLFoeXCrZZwcIJWSaruihSWqefVfw4PS41rg1QcK1KOgsWQpgQkyPMLY4iXnzX4Q7P3DWTCBE5GAYsbVS-XMPLSvqDmt9-UKQPp8MMeckygOEWnet-FG1TInbJBJbjUi136tc2Gj1J2zd1IMHA4qreBVIC34OHjdViMnl6nl-vxFqYBxK4qHyGkLQ/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h3/h001.5xFvXY423y3aRiFTqviH4Rb0bI6bruyq1i-F81nfqms
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWy0t14X8nO0K8pQxkDVBC8Y1tSamECAVMnMlDAu1ycnBEdSOjv_8AEV3Kz_JKmpa8b6POrTKmBnjVznQSFVe3QzZ_40qFrPsiBv1M8uYb4jxorXiimQpeGxrTj-6u9dDGEtJ00GRsgbPf-C9HR8hkL36aJmoWh3yceHrKdQN5T_2q8BlBRHhI_O_8YHyI1FafolWandTez-iSJ0hMkqmn2s7y4oeBFfBFtM-ed2zf9fUrt1SrwL0m73k11_hZW4CpdJLDEMeGCyeTLCHXeeqD04nZJVnExXBOWIAIw0TkXoeK5rxImae_y7SQSTOMZh-nxvAT77nptY5dtVAfHKnrog7TzREgJ_VcHjKlsbVmctkIZzDQEP1NNMeBGFucaI9Q/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h4/h001.sW732Vdl6HM4G6J3rohaySD4ntIGmKZTspoXTaGRLmI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMV2sYwdo_TG2h4-A7miax7HY1ePdvigrsx7aWZNQ8n0jQsJ3oFzyLoCGvz3mSQgXZq8u3Ya9gGB9BRmF44x9LJmxnST_iowJtiS9cm7hRD0JMal7Fu0LCB7-hACP-vYuVXyczG_lgwECQb0geyd04Izc0ifUxKflFvSV1tQS69J9wb8SXhGit6oSJGgcnyiret4L3-H0HvVhyBdyPPkiiEwgeEZ19Z9UJtC82a6qqoqrw9nuss3OyFav7VgCMK-85c6bME0T6TIWW9Vs_EszwySYGnXcA5LXHQG6llFWNu_pd4ZeKN98o99ne6JRjRjZQ5J8ZpHge4fpQAhfYme6LyLxe6hPfqU_ogejbX5Uw7bjVZCiWj3weJExc5FtLyp77t_MtWScXDbkvA9QsDod8ac/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h5/h001.CmLVmgymWTcWXXK-Of5h00tDrOsx8SIc-kclhVH99Ak
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWy0t14X8nO0K8pQxkDVBC8Y1tSamECAVMnMlDAu1ycn4m6QrRLXO6QPLyjCDd3GdQKJ3vFCs7fZcy7FMfWtx7RKi30ZVMjAGmmc6ZmupeXd7h0M0ZTX3cbh_ulu_7vJutvFdRfRWY69_hSAYI9g67hSO5y63S719AET-gUq2xkEAvTvHyuiORaiA6Ix3c_Hh4jkkTex-tj68xDBfYIb3ftt8iaGdrknbkasgu-zqJLP-HZ4Okwy0pbOFohgdqsVmluq4svRz0v9saY8T5RsM39CyrGyEhGYT6iwE-NfQmHc4LKefZf_Lolem_r7grP8J51-aWFM0Y3IMinkLFlYZH3_7IH5qWRZ9wroMziKfbWsHIqiJ7iUnufKXgwJGsdJRotYj8aNYgzGuUfO5YLjwX9WIoC-dLTKqhrhoGYEPxVZ/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h6/h001.Bp95YaEiWE6drHi6zp20sR3rNQxr68_lN06vidcGJbY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMW4tHuGquf0OYWkWPdqPo4qtIwHAMHZ6v9qXUSlbcS4zFSk7Fhh23eAnEEPKxEV91DhDX68_xQ_yL503WWKO1E2uS7fjFZLKDphKvuXMtYTKeymkreof5vbN6-4R1qmII4JiYettt-Pf3ejsxbVfisKTAhNNA1ujwAuPhRSmORlIapPAHhdLKy9N_PBpuPTRZMxwCvFdIbw7S-DKEvJWAQWrft6Peqz_HD81Lv7Xo6Ax71kTnv7iv20HiXR7tIMZsh9Qh1wqNmCKQYsorizNDs0663uCrBbohbjOFbLDGcDzfcT4kTM1eqvk4_MUyiB04nPt96S7gP9gU9YdlACHhBoNu9AEQ0Ubp2T3qf1uQdZ_oFDJicrlrU3ZNrMJVpTau0OIGrTa37Rw9n2y8ITziMc/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h7/h001.jPEAPp7x3xEDn6fdB-wYYapJr_BAj6FhGNtXZRvGay8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMW4tHuGquf0OYWkWPdqPo4qtIwHAMHZ6v9qXUSlbcS4zFSk7Fhh23eAnEEPKxEV91DhDX68_xQ_yL503WWKO1E2uS7fjFZLKDphKvuXMtYTKeymkreof5vbN6-4R1qmII4JiYettt-Pf3ejsxbVfisKTAhNNA1ujwAuPhRSmORlIapPAHhdLKy9N_PBpuPTRZMxwCvFdIbw7S-DKEvJWAQWrft6Peqz_HD81Lv7Xo6Ax71kTnv7iv20HiXR7tIMZsh9Qh1wqNmCKQYsorizNDs0663uCrBbohbjOFbLDGcDzfcT4kTM1eqvk4_MUyiB04nPt96S7gP9gU9YdlACHhBoNu9AEQ0Ubp2T3qf1uQdZ_oFDJicrlrU3ZNrMJVpTau0OIGrTa37Rw9n2y8ITziMc/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h7/h001.jPEAPp7x3xEDn6fdB-wYYapJr_BAj6FhGNtXZRvGay8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMYBGxBTzxrY86i-frW8Rxt0SvX4ECwtcbAf_SFaoZ_w2hyzScRCrclPp_-JEqCi6tZLdO4T9CW_H4cETvW8ohoRe0MTHJY27RfxkdEdfq3NeP_zU7N4c6z4c5VcLHF8hnjsDVMfesyUXHe2gqgavMYfIbhvTiD_UHMyI60I4BBxrJiN-4kVKPDWJhKMwipKbR4D-OmzO5lVZXr2Rir2xB49LijZAKtZne-OmseB6WGvCeEpux9C8LtK_6CWZ1d9pzJoOSzikAxJK3Wcu8X9wprbtJnJapvYnh3wsDNtaAyefwtPyXX3XTTVAbuVWfBONWjoWhHMHik6yX6I3nUoxcIpOX7va-boUWP5nQhcLmlN0zsMttb5rJGvWZH3kFXn-BGbG9S5pWgbJ6rNrtDe5BaXiuDi2cz3SgXGk-lO3llaa2zDq12slJBy4V7pi2lCPMQ/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h8/h001.Y7nhjNgRadcKAbmK6u0vlKRIlEmeebBKgS9tnzRA_aA


14% in 2020. KFF notes this is consistent with “the increasing number of 

SNP plans available on average and more dual-eligible individuals having 

access to these plans since the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 made SNPs a 

permanent part of the Medicare Advantage program.” 

Group MA Plan Enrollment Holds Steady.  

  

Currently, 17% of MA enrollees are in a group plan offered to retirees by an 

employer or union. Between 2010 and 2025, group enrollment hovered 

around 17–20% of the MA market, but the actual number of enrollees 

nearly tripled over that time period, from 1.8 million in 2010 to 5.7 million 

today. 

MA enrollment remains highly concentrated among 

UnitedHealth and Humana.  

  

In 2025, the average Medicare beneficiary can choose from MA plans 

offered by nine different parent organizations, similar to last year. And MA 

enrollment remains highly concentrated among a small number of those 

insurers. Together, UnitedHealth Group (29%) and Humana (17%) account 

for nearly half (46%) of MA enrollments nationwide; in more than a quarter 

of counties (26%) they cover at least 75% of enrollees.  

  

UnitedHealth and Humana market dominance is consistent. 

  

 UnitedHealth Group has had the largest share of MA enrollment and 

largest growth in enrollment since 2010, increasing from 18% of all MA 

enrollment in 2010 to 29% in 2025. Humana has also had a relatively large 

share of MA enrollment, though it has been more stable, increasing from 

16% in 2010 to 17% in 2025. 

Advocacy for Better Medicare Advantage Policies 

The Medicare Rights Center understands that ensuring access to optimal 

coverage options can make Medicare stronger now and in the future. We 

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWy0t14X8nO0K8pQxkDVBC8Y1tSamECAVMnMlDAu1ycnBEdSOjv_8AEV3Kz_JKmpa6R9Q6m3PEkZa7F64vZWF6wfdAmMsju27p4NqV8gxPdsoUS3LWoR2f1nSeZmbasO2_aBWYqfI0tcCgUg2gJ8F-wZjmuA8JTpECRii6NGFV9TUaxBEiQofi0E14Ucg821eiBHPB2kCwVuoMHVq9zaZitAwh0OD5sX4oFwf9uEhou1XlHtZss5wUxoQ3tCfOuI5uZicu_E16eaugK312not3vXuShMAcc2mEfF5MpiQ7SPhmgFAyWx-pIANVgL5xMZsXHH0x1Fbj_e-_9N08BZ5lQN_y01TF7QMbT1GAKsTQWc9t6CJ9LF_gwr3CvgxFbkrgScP3FEYwFca-Wy36N2tHI/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h9/h001.H-rbNZ4LRhmPHW8J6V3e5U9fZTBO5uhD-dU6aR5anCY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWy0t14X8nO0K8pQxkDVBC8Y1tSamECAVMnMlDAu1ycnBEdSOjv_8AEV3Kz_JKmpa6R9Q6m3PEkZa7F64vZWF6wfdAmMsju27p4NqV8gxPdsoUS3LWoR2f1nSeZmbasO2_aBWYqfI0tcCgUg2gJ8F-wZjmuA8JTpECRii6NGFV9TUaxBEiQofi0E14Ucg821eiBHPB2kCwVuoMHVq9zaZitAwh0OD5sX4oFwf9uEhou1XlHtZss5wUxoQ3tCfOuI5uZicu_E16eaugK312not3vXuShMAcc2mEfF5MpiQ7SPhmgFAyWx-pIANVgL5xMZsXHH0x1Fbj_e-_9N08BZ5lQN_y01TF7QMbT1GAKsTQWc9t6CJ9LF_gwr3CvgxFbkrgScP3FEYwFca-Wy36N2tHI/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h9/h001.H-rbNZ4LRhmPHW8J6V3e5U9fZTBO5uhD-dU6aR5anCY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWy0t14X8nO0K8pQxkDVBC8Y1tSamECAVMnMlDAu1ycnqGogvmawZWkI-rQ6x30g9uFXn7wVgdprkI5C39Rf3PHz0_GWPmPXHZYOF0pQTHS-f504Mw9jRH_FmbQKqmmFJ6Zh17hwgUFCnhgJ6bfk4KbGfi5S_u76jm9u6vbIvlorPclklqde5ClJCLZqBMGG6U7DxlOo1tReyB3n89y3Pu3JmigLZ13WR3Fr1xH4O1prsfWTH5_vvXJVoqA3n2pGr0PVwRV6_K2ttHVEe8GFJNmg8kZoLiLJ5KSePW55FxKUWLnTZD3nvA2JXW9qTcR36VWqfg_6aXq6B0-A6_1jXRWGdpCa4sdmRah3AfZNnM7p3qFpLsjf0vte5Ygk0SZ7qoQ1_nYVyuY2BusvnrdiyWioN44WQVuuaOaSZrgUEGMD/4iq/gRp7nhZvQEC-pr_uwZntpA/h10/h001.j_--0MK4bfNLDUuT8PAGA1JaJgOzrigjIhjcNAaXdgw
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will continue to advocate for greater MA payment accuracy and plan 

accountability, and for changes to improve the enrollee experience. 

Missing Data Hamper Evaluation of Plan Quality 

As MA covers an increasing share of beneficiaries, it is ever more important 

to evaluate how well the program serves those enrollees as compared to 

OM. The public must have the opportunity to better understand how much 

value Medicare, beneficiaries, and taxpayers are getting for plan payments. 

Policymakers must address the gaps in data that make these essential 

evaluations difficult, as well as hold plans accountable for their use of these 

funds and their obligations to enrollees. 

Overpayments Threaten Medicare Sustainability 

The shifting coverage landscape means concerns about MA costs are also 

growing in urgency. The research from independent experts is clear: 

Medicare overpays MA plans by billions of dollars each year, negatively 

impacting Medicare’s finances while driving up beneficiary premiums and 

taxpayer costs. 

In 2025 alone, the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) 

estimates MA payments will be 20% higher—$84 billion more—than what 

Medicare would have spent to cover the same group of enrollees in OM. As 

KFF notes, these excess payments have ballooned alongside enrollment. 

They are “substantially larger than the $18 billion in higher spending a 

decade ago when about one-third of eligible beneficiaries were enrolled in a 

Medicare Advantage plan.” Unless policymakers intervene, these 

overpayments will continue to climb with MA enrollment, unnecessarily 

undermining Medicare sustainability and beneficiary well-being. 

Further Reading 

Read the KFF report, Medicare Advantage in 2025: Enrollment Update and 

Key Trends. 

Read more from Medicare Rights about MA history, payment, and policy. 
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Bessent Reveals Trump Accounts are a “Backdoor” to 

Privatizing Social Security 

  

On Wednesday, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said that “Trump 

Accounts” created by the Republican budget bill are a “backdoor for 

privatizing Social 

Security,” claiming they could eventually supplement or even replace the 

earned benefits. He later attempted to backtrack in a post on X, saying that 

the Administration is dedicated to protecting the program.  

  

The private investment accounts will allow the federal government 

to provide $1,000 to babies born between 2025 and 2028. Parents would be 

able to contribute additional funding and would have to invest the money 

in stock funds. 

 

Privatizing Social Security would put Americans’ guaranteed benefits at risk 

at a time when seniors are heavily reliant on them to make ends meet. 65 

percent of older Americans rely heavily on Social Security, up from 58 

percent in 2010. The Administration has already taken multiple steps to 

weaken the earned benefit system, slashing the Social Security 

Administration workforce, making it harder for beneficiaries to file claims, 

and enacting a tax and budget plan that hastens the insolvency date of the 

Social Security Trust Fund by one year.  

 

“Social Security isn’t a handout. Americans work a lifetime to earn our 
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modest benefits,” said Richard Fiesta, Executive Director of the Alliance, in 

a statement issued on Wednesday. “We will not let this or any 

administration cut or privatize Social Security without a fight.” 

As Medicare and Medicaid Turn 60, Retirees Fight Against 

Attempts to Cut Them 

This Wednesday marked the 60th anniversary of Medicare and Medicaid, 

and Alliance members mobilized to protect the health care programs from 

the biggest threats they have faced since President Lyndon B. 

Johnson signed them into law in 1965. 

  

72 million Americans are enrolled in Medicaid and more than 68 million are 

enrolled in Medicare. The recently passed Republican budget and tax plan 

included $930 billion in Medicaid cuts, which is likely to lead to the closure 

of more than 300 rural hospitals and one in four nursing homes across the 

country. It also included half a billion dollars in automatic, across the board 

cuts to Medicare.  

  

Alliance members across the country marked the event with Protect 

Medicare and Medicaid rallies and press conferences. William Spreter, 

president of the central New York chapter of the New York State Alliance 

spoke during an event co-sponsored with Citizen Action last weekend. On 

Wednesday, the Nevada Alliance held a Protect Medicare rally in Reno and 

the Arizona Alliance executive director Dora Vasquez spoke at a news 

conference in Phoenix. The Illinois Alliance held four rallies on Wednesday, 

including a protest outside of Rep. Darin LaHood's (IL) district office and a 

Hands Off Medicaid event with Rep. Eric Sorensen (IL). More events are 

scheduled in the coming days.  

 

“Before Medicare and Medicaid, only half the nation’s seniors had health 

insurance,” said Robert Roach, Jr., President of the Alliance. “We must stop 

the disastrous impacts that will result from these cuts. Now is the time to 

urge lawmakers to protect these essential programs.” 
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Illinois Alliance members hold “Protect Medicaid” signs at a protest at Rep. LaHood’s office (top left); New York State Alliance members 

at their Medicare/Medicaid birthday event (middle); Ohio Alliance members holding signs at Medicare/Medicaid birthday event in 

Columbus (bottom left); Nevada Alliance rally in Reno on Wednesday (right) 

Alliance Webinar Draws Attention to How Republicans’ “One 

Big Beautiful Bill” Will Hurt Older Americans 

On Thursday, the Alliance hosted a special educational Zoom webinar 

entitled “The Ugly Truth About the ‘One Big Beautiful Bill,’” outlining the 

harms created by the Republican budget bill and next steps for fighting 

back. 



  

The bill gives more than $4 trillion in tax cuts to the wealthiest Americans 

while increasing the federal deficit by more than $3 trillion, triggering 

automatic cuts of $490 billion from Medicare over the next ten years, 

weakening Medicare’s ability to negotiate lower drug prices, gutting food 

assistance, and creating millions of job losses in the health care, agriculture, 

and clean energy manufacturing industries. It will also enact the largest 

Medicaid cut in history, endangering nursing home care, rural hospitals, and 

home and community based services like Meals on Wheels and senior 

centers. 

  

“We need to continue to reach out and lobby and let people know what's 

going on and how all these cuts are going to impact Americans,” said David 

Simon, Legislative Representative for the Alliance. “Statistics show that only 

30 to 40 percent are even aware of this bill, so it's really important to go out 

and contact members of the media and Congress and make sure that 

people know what's happening.” 

  

Click here to watch the recording. 

KFF Health News: Chronically Ill? In Kennedy’s View, It Might Be 

Your Own Fault 

By Stephanie Armour 

On a recent weekday evening, Ashly Richards helped her 13-year-old son, 

Case, with homework. He did math problems and some reading, 

underscoring how much he’s accomplished at his school for children with 

autism. 

  

Richards has heard Trump administration officials suggest that food dyes 

and pediatric vaccines cause autism and ADHD. That stance, she said, 

unfairly blames parents. 
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“There’s no evidence to support it,” said Richards, 44, a marketing director 

in Richmond, Virginia. “As a parent, it’s infuriating.” 

  

In their zeal to “Make America Healthy Again,” Trump administration 

officials are making statements that some advocacy and medical groups say 

depict patients and the doctors who treat them as partly responsible for 

whatever ails them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


