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Capital District Chapter of NYSARA Hosts Alzheimer's Program

(

The Capital District Chapter of NYSARA hosted a recent program with
representatives from the Alzheimer’'s Association of New York State. The event



focused on the impact of Alzheimers Disease on individuals, family, friends and
caregivers, offering valuable information about how to access information and
resources.

Nearly 7 million Americans are living with Alzheimers.

Impact of the Affordable Care ActTax Credits Expiration
Especially on Those Age 55-64

The expiration of Affordable Care Act (ACA) enhanced premium tax credits
will have a negative impact on adults aged 50 to 64, who typically have more
substantial health care needs than younger enrollees but do not yet qualify for
Medicare.

Without an extension, ACA enhanced premium tax credits will expire at the end
of 2025, causing 20 million Americans—including nearly 5 million individuals
aged 50 to 64—to see a drastic increase in health insurance costs. The
expiration of these enhanced tax credits will have a particularly devastating
impact on older adults, who typically have more substantial health care needs
than younger populations and can pay up to three times more than younger
enrollees for the same plans due to age rating. If their premium costs
skyrocket, many older adults will have to sacrifice other essentials to afford
health care, and some will be forced to drop their coverage entirely. Gillibrand
emphasized the impossible choices that this will force upon older adults and the
dire need to reach a bipartisan deal o extend ACA tax credits and end the
government shutdown.

Enrollees in New York State are already receiving notices of premium hikes
ahead of the start of open enroliment on November 1st, underscoring the
importance of extending the subsidies immediately. A county-by-county
breakdown of expected ACA premium increases across New York can be found
at gillibrand.senate.gov/trumphealthcareincrease.

The "Big Ugly" Bill More Harmful and Costly Than
Previously Thought

By Lindsey Copeland and our Friends at Medicare Rights



This week, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO) said a provision in
the reconciliation bill that widens exemptions from Medicare’s drug negotiation
program will cost significantly more than previously thought. The price tag is now
$8.8 billion, an 80% increase over CBO’s original $4.9 billion estimate. The upward
revision was made to more accurately reflect the scope of the policy change.

“Orphan Drug” Price Tags Previously Overlooked in HR 1 Evaluation

Under the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), high-cost drugs are generally eligible for
Medicare price negotiation if they have been on the market for a while without
competition. Some drugs were carved out, including certain “orphan drugs” that
treat rare diseases. The reconciliation bill (HR 1) expanded upon this, allowing more
orphan drugs to delay negotiation or skirt the program entirely. Originally, CBO did
not fully capture the extent to which the enhanced exclusions would raise Medicare
costs, leaving key impacted drugs—namely Keytruda, Darzalex, and Opdivo—out of
its analysis.

To fill this information gap, other independent experts stepped in, producing reports
that examine the HR 1 policy change more comprehensively. For example, a recent
KFF report factors in the drugs CBO initially missed. The authors explain that in
2023, Medicare spent $17.5 billion on drugs that are likely to be delayed or blocked
from negotiation due to HR 1. Keytruda alone accounted for 32% of that amount
($5.6 billion); Darzalex was the second most expensive ($2.4 billion), followed by
Opdivo ($2 billion).

The updated CBO analysis accounts for these effects.

All Beneficiaries to Experience Higher Costs

Importantly, in addition to raising Medicare spending by nearly $4 billion and
eroding the IRA’s projected 10-year $98.5 billion savings to Medicare, HR 1’s
additional exemptions will mean higher costs for beneficiaries, who will save

less than anticipated from the drug negotiation program in premiums and out-of-
pocket costs. Those who rely on the newly excepted drugs will be hit especially

hard. KFF estimates beneficiaries who take Keytruda and Opdivo will spend roughly
$3,500 and $3,000 more per year, respectively.
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Medicare Rights Urges Affordability Reforms

Medicare Rights is deeply concerned about the impact of HR 1’s drug pricing
changes on Medicare’s financing and prescription drug affordability. Limiting
negotiation will result in uncaptured costs that will grow and compound every year,
as well as higher drug prices, jeopardizing beneficiary health and economic security.
We urge policymakers to reverse this provision without delay, and to otherwise
strengthen meaningful access to affordable, high quality health care and
prescription drugs.

Officials Announce 2.8% COLA Increase for Social Security Beneficiaries

The following statement was issued by Richard Fiesta, Executive Director of the
Alliance for Retired Americans, regarding the announcement that there will be a 2.8%
cost-of-living (COLA) benefit increase for millions of Social Security beneficiaries,
disabled veterans and federal retirees next year:

The 74.5 million Americans who rely on Social Security welcome any increase in their
monthly benefits. But let's be clear, millions of older Americans will still struggle to
afford housing, food, utilities, and prescription drugs.

The average retired worker will see about $52 more per month next year. Yet nearly
half of that increase will be wiped out by the higher Medicare Part B premium, which
is projected to rise to $206 a month in January. That's $31 more than in 2025, and
would be the first time the premium has exceeded $200.

“Strengthening and expanding Social Security must be a national priority. If
billionaires and the wealthiest 1 percent pay their fair share, we can boost benefits
for everyone and guarantee the program'’s solvency for future generations.

Instead of working to protect Social Security, too many members of Congress and
Trump Administration officials are pushing to raise the retirement age, cut benefits,
and even privatize the program. Older Americans have earned these benefits
through a lifetime of work; they should not have to fight to keep them.

House Democrats Stand Against Administration’s Planned Social
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Security Disability Overhaul

On Tuesday, Rep. John Larson (CT), Ranking Member, House Committee on Ways
and Means Social Security Subcommittee, and Rep. Debbie Wasserman

Schultz (FL) sent a letter to SSA Commissioner Frank Bisignano — signed by 165
additional House Democrats — opposing the Administration’s plans to overhaul
Social Security disability (SSDI) benefits. Alliance Executive Board Member Ken
Goodfriend joined Rep. Wasserman Schultz at a news conference highlighting the
letter.

Earlier this month, the Washington Post reported that the Administration plans to
update the criteria included in Social Security disability benefit evaluations so that
the age threshold for applicants is either increased to 60 years of age or eliminated.
Currently, SSA officials incorporate a person’s age, work history and education with
their medical assessment when reviewing a disability claim. A new report from the
Center for American Progress shows that the planned change would make it harder
to qualify for benefits and cause harm for millions of older Americans. The average
age of Social Security disability beneficiaries is 56 years old. The Administration’s
plan could reduce eligibility by as much as 20 percent overall and up to 30 percent
for older Americans.

“Making it harder for people to get disability benefits is a clear violation of

President Trump's promise to ‘not touch’ Social Security,” said Robert Roach, Jr.,
President of the Alliance. “We stand with the members of Congress who are
defending Social Security and will join them in fighting this and any other cuts to the
benefits we have earned over a lifetime of work.”

One Week Left For In Person Registration: Alliance Annual Retirement
Security Symposium is on November 19

There’s only one more week left to register to attend our annual Retiree Security
Symposium, The Looming Retirement Security Crisis, in person on Wednesday,
November 19, 2025, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at AFL-CIO headquarters in
Washington, DC.

Liz Shuler, President of the AFL-CIO and Rep. John Larson (CT), Ranking Member,


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMucir1olR8iWei_BXk2ps1cccwEX2docZcYXF-SH0GNSQg6fURBmfs_VZ6cn2zcEG41zdGHh2mBxdh7tjr2GSPijs3h885TloHc6oL4ZO1uiH7PrplRJicWiWJJv3VLi4VhjhFMY4-KYasrCT88iau6RSDjQfHycfmwRBFr7jwv9TPXvKITSZ8bnoBlEpejmuKtVKXnM4EDoSjT1QFPxwm9j4UCbUCOn2pLN-mzpKaxAhBiRiq7eu8JnJLMKLNiqAgFIt7Ej-RrectK2Q_7vWa-qK6dX3gvkFI00ojr4UnG5U3j2FWe6eETELmsjiC9-eUG3i_jiS1eIEDQ5YaYnkuee6Dk3DmUWXGIyXACYaz5m-5yy3ise5BlLSxpQwXZHtoimoUOnvlGsDE-OSM0XkqotP3B5EcR9A-7bM1Nz0n5B9/4l2/5H58mqV6Sjeo82qw0Qg3dA/h6/h001.LEMDoA4helP9OzYtmuloJAkcZNVX2s7HPBWOErWlPWM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMePEAPpbCOGSwkLQji_WDSX_Pp16iXz_ONQQvdBb00jry4DXU5ImCCEpW0tj747fN1JK0iRCxWVXtksO3zqJvx140FXlpWp0YjIf-V2EshwJfINdquWJhEBu1VWn04nqXfCdOOpL5Zdy_ZdQSTNSRudDUlNsM6fdeMKQ6Kg5aPXwDKmtbaYEKp30mW00PID2Xah-izYcvJNmsk0USexPnbq0euFPfZQ4ufMcqnjGD2cD3PSaKtAS40Xo4EGGqcL3Dd0nwWkQPaO862uyW3uq1KpLimjn0fafu7EtG8su3Lh4xrzf0r21xoesS_jnv_SI6ygHuXdYBoEvdKD-JRcs2cDl-eEMaVBKL5mF8vud_NSs/4l2/5H58mqV6Sjeo82qw0Qg3dA/h7/h001.GvUJP2TN5PiDJWLgkPfrPH8YKU1pQ66lh_Bd7tIRdS4
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMd8tq9znQ120e6y7OGMbYaIXpS44DJzRPTP6zESjtynM0AhBIPGZzocXsqZTzO8XJuq3B63eYlvAu3GGJe-QJ5wQeGTwRvyjwJnVgiMQpKvnr35C4eWbFC2ZwwtdAmGaZPleEyM92B7koKNOP4zI6JqIWgM-NSebfCgVqLJgHALW93VuE8ibFrznlxlb7ib7tJnXcAnfaITw3bSS0xj-MIqfn978hR2WT4pRXWOLK0_AUx8eVlxDfEBRzsVROy4XpnNikpmoYmcw_HtA2YhLABXe1o8gNyZUgHhwvufHRay43E9IPTDwVl3S5vKiQqREU88T3gymYj6eda8HiH8nATrbjKiilfUdZYFz2rBPN0rl1uKlVQxksL2pM-k3ZWfopoMbCmYsufKA9iUKZKMko76tc9OzFCs0xnnEizu-Ctgy/4l2/5H58mqV6Sjeo82qw0Qg3dA/h8/h001.LQu5g3BS9vWPnZ-JI6kzskraSlbi9bi8wago_4KN658
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMbLiaHJ-U5TfDcFwGLuhaTVNW-QDFVPrXuvzbC8gO80lBzVqcT0Huld4nu9s5I5h_CxnBCXpf2cOIjilmoNg3UFY7ldVtiprqEvA15XcfQUSbpnNGhtXMW2b6rrg6ypwBHfp1LcGrEox5VS62xayvSbk0ipNm7ETw9EE4G6af71sy6zNzcTgkBCLuxgQkt94KYse4EwL0VUfc5ofA4Xfjbzu9ifOITK1NiFxrSje2H5u9Wt5m4iFiMlCoLeiLCCpJKO3pNBGT290PbAnb3USzqXxgwjAGic7JcNHpCOZLdg69eC0aezzighJWUlupj31xgBJX_WfVqTnLlQgvKF_tpcIH8gFfRh86d1xE1-RUVhbRhQ0gX7IsBDZc2ZbBU2sCg/4l2/5H58mqV6Sjeo82qw0Qg3dA/h9/h001.KiaoW_D8nYxYwcqQhc3uI_aVUdgz_BwjunpYBLdHf_I
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMS1a9iwo-hNQFChws2CVysDuPymlIu4F2dPvCb5Y4xHihXiljSQGEFjRyHKJtahBZ1mY2ZWHqE-oghB0iqubD8877rIIhV55k3Po08QBZBJNuCEt1TMl9N1HxQpkuc2lXhpM1K2arWy35AI7MLxjGEeNoLAP22iDF1rYNwVr3oP48RAkNta_AxxV6gdn71x9U4DN32n6_BXNBbks5Y9PDqGQDJVHMOYxAgkGPEYYa5KmerYNErN0jYkSvqxygCA3F5kbAQ_iGU35SbriNAB0fC1P1xcvsuuC22t5Mge9XnBxVWx1SYElhAAx8tCEdeMHXXa6grl3xR37b9fzmF3ZJjfd5YDY-fgTfUQMVnSOQ2Z09J511lnAzantnJHG1b1Ey_7u33rAqVwYOYUdulr10ntNXXOT9VTb-Ny7TX3qsMRl/4l2/5H58mqV6Sjeo82qw0Qg3dA/h10/h001.Howh7xN5tqALOFhXQR-TlTMUHNM1qADtc6M_AfJ99rM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMbLiaHJ-U5TfDcFwGLuhaTVNW-QDFVPrXuvzbC8gO80lBzVqcT0Huld4nu9s5I5h_CxnBCXpf2cOIjilmoNg3UFY7ldVtiprqEvA15XcfQUSfHZ3f6Ox-A_cbjTHsaEqWOmcFzKrZ9BqYpenV9sIYbahuJOudIO69xDm3Wa-tXUIOkTKkOFU9-z-haUqzDt8MMA0kQgyb4emYptZ3Su0xW8dOkN2wJ2nXI7YqOCh4jU_J7L8kBzMuPgBo35cvAgQGslW7trRRgq8oBVGagK4xC9whZZ6akZkG8DoifnQggS5j6i4O7u7dyBx9skq-INfacZnOKmm7-8kmYbTJJmL8yF_5VKirWj_putQqIrbwtn07nyOkEhA9-lHmWt9tUVkTQ/4l2/5H58mqV6Sjeo82qw0Qg3dA/h11/h001.DRb7WFX6aRxNzgKXaCdf3DGjTxsREQURXPgqarHXldg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMbLiaHJ-U5TfDcFwGLuhaTVNW-QDFVPrXuvzbC8gO80lBzVqcT0Huld4nu9s5I5h_CxnBCXpf2cOIjilmoNg3UFY7ldVtiprqEvA15XcfQUSfHZ3f6Ox-A_cbjTHsaEqWOmcFzKrZ9BqYpenV9sIYbahuJOudIO69xDm3Wa-tXUIOkTKkOFU9-z-haUqzDt8MMA0kQgyb4emYptZ3Su0xW8dOkN2wJ2nXI7YqOCh4jU_J7L8kBzMuPgBo35cvAgQGslW7trRRgq8oBVGagK4xC9whZZ6akZkG8DoifnQggS5j6i4O7u7dyBx9skq-INfacZnOKmm7-8kmYbTJJmL8yF_5VKirWj_putQqIrbwtn07nyOkEhA9-lHmWt9tUVkTQ/4l2/5H58mqV6Sjeo82qw0Qg3dA/h11/h001.DRb7WFX6aRxNzgKXaCdf3DGjTxsREQURXPgqarHXldg

House Committee on Ways and Means Social Security Subcommittee, will speak at
the event and AFL-CIO Deputy Director of Corporations and Capital
Markets Brandon Reese will lead a panel discussion.

Due to limited space, please RSVP

at https://tinyurl.com/Symposium111925 by November 1, 2025. A continental
breakfast and lunch will be provided. The event will also be livestreamed.
Respondents who RSVP to attend virtually will receive the link for the livestream.

If you have any questions, please contact Joni Jones
at jjones@retiredamericans.org / 202-637-5377.

California Alliance Mobilizes Retirees in Redistricting Fight

California Alliance members have mobilized and placed more than 216,000 calls to
older voters about Proposition 50 in the weeks leading up to the state’'s November 4
special election.

Proposition 50 is a ballot initiative that would require the state to adopt new,
legislatively-drawn congressional district maps starting next year until the next U.S.
Census in 2030. The state legislature passed the measure after President Trump
demanded Republican states redraw their congressional districts to increase the
GOP’s chances of regaining control of the U.S. House in 2026.

So far, Alliance members have completed more than 500 volunteer phone banking
shifts urging them to vote yes on Prop 50 when they cast their ballots. Early voting is
already underway in California, and residents can find information about how,
where, and when they can cast their ballots by going to vote.org.

“California Alliance members know what's at stake and are committed to reaching as
many voters as they can by Election Day,” said Pauline Brooks, President of the
California Alliance. “We are proud to be on the front lines in the fight to protect
democracy.”
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